Spelling Bee Rules for French Festival

I. Procedures

NOTE: A practice round will precede the actual competition.
· Contestants will sit in the area provided in front of the judges.

· Contestants will be asked in turn to spell a word using the correct French alphabet, including accent marks (accent aigu, accent grave, accent circonflexe, tréma) and other marks such as cédille, apostrophe, or trait d’union).

· When it is each contestant’s turn to spell, he/she will stand.

· The contestant  will hear the word to be spelled, a short sentence containing the word, then the word will be repeated.  Example: français / En France, on parle français. / français

· The contestant will say the word, spell the word clearly, then repeat the word.
· If the contestant spells the word correctly, he/she will hear “très bien” and then will be seated.

· The next contestant will be asked to spell a new word.

· If the contestant did not spell the word correctly, he/she will hear “Non, ce n’est pas correct.”  The judges will give the correct spelling.  The contestant will then sit in a designated area until that round has been completed.

· The next contestant will be asked to spell a new word.

· When all the contestants have spelled a word, that round is finished.  The remaining contestants will begin a new round.  Those who misspelled their word during that round will join the audience.

II. General Rules

· Words will come from the glossaries of the “Allez Viens” textbook series. 

· Both the singular and plural forms of the word will be accepted, unless the word is always plural.

· The contestant will not be asked to spell conjugated verb forms.  The contestant may be asked to spell the infinitive form.

· The contestant will have up to 10 seconds to begin spelling after he/she hears the word.  After 10 seconds, the judge will say “Commencez.”  If the contestant does not begin spelling when he/she hears “Commencez,” then he/she will be disqualified.

· The contestant must use the correct letters of the French alphabet.

· The contestant must speak very clearly and loudly.  If the judge says “Répétez, s’il vous plaît,”he/she must spell the word again.  If the judges can’t hear him/her, he/she will be disqualified.

· Contestants will have ONE opportunity to ask “Répétez, s’il vous plaît” to have the word and sentence repeated.  In that case, he/she must begin to spell the word immediately after.  He/she will NOT have 10 more seconds.
· The contestant may start over when spelling the word as long as his/her turn is not finished, that is, before he/she has repeated the word.

III. Championship rounds

· The last 3 contestants at the end of a round will be the winners.  If only one person in the championship rounds misspells a word, he/she will win third place and the others will compete for first and second.  If two of the three contestants misspell a word, then the remaining contestant will be named the First Place winner.  If only two contestants have qualified for the Championship round, there will be no third place.  If, during a preliminary round, only one person spells his/her word correctly, that person will be the winner.

IV. Audience

During the competition, the audience should be completely quiet.  The audience may applaud at the end of each round.  Any attempt to help a contestant by whispering, signals, or any other means will result in the disqualification of that contestant.
